Lothian U13 Invitation Inter County Team Tournament

Anglo/Scottish
Meadowmill Sports Centre. Tranent.EH33 1LZ

Sunday 20th April 2014
Team: Boys: Andrew Howard, George Moran, Gabriel Rodda and Arif Alam

Girls: Hannah Lee, Anna Railton, Rachel Bogan and Sarah Bambrick

Counties represented: Lothian A, Lothian B, Borders, Isle of Man, North East Scotland and Northumberland.

After 5 matches, Northumberland finished in 3rd position- losing only 1 match to Lothian A, drawing 3- IOM, North East Scotland and Borders. Our only outright victory was against Lothian B. Out of the 3 draws we were well ahead in points and only lost to Borders on count back.

Northumberland v Isle of Man
Drawn 5-5 (183-157)

Hannah and Anna got us off to a good start winning 21-12, Rachel and Sarah narrowly lost their game in a very tight match, especially considering that this was Sarah’s introduction to County representation and nerves were soon under control. Both Andrew and George got their singles wins both matches ended 21-13. Arif with new partner Sarah went down in a closely contested game 18-21. Hannah won her singles 21-3 and Anna won 21-11. Unfortunately both boys’ pairings lost their games allowing IOM to come back for the draw.

Northumberland V Lothian B
Won 6-4
With the first match over and our nerves settled we took an early lead 3-0 with the pairings of the girls securing great wins, especially Rachel and Sarah coming out victors to 18. Andrew gained confidence and beat an accomplished player 21-16. Gabriel and Rachel has a tight game winning to 16.Hannah secured her win and Anna fought well but eventually went down to 17. George and Andrew played superbly together to get the win for the match to 17. 

Northumberland v North East Scotland

Drawn 5-5 (195-156)

A match on reflection we should have won considering our points advantage and with two games going to the wire.

Again Hannah/Anna got us going with an easy win-playing well as a pair. Rachel and Sarah were very unfortunate to lose 21-23 in a thrilling contest which ebbed and flowed before blowing out of steam. Andrew destroyed his opponent to 5. Then George stepped into the fray, with match points in his favour his opponent kept coming back and eventually took the tie 24-26. I thought we might have a game going to 30. Gabriel and Rachel narrowly lost to 18 and Arif/Sarah went down giving North East Scotland a 4-2 advantage. Hannah and Anna both won their singles in style to get us on level terms. Andrew and George, growing in confidence took their game to 14 and then Gabriel and Arif played superbly in a tight match but eventually lost to 17.

Northumberland V Lothian A

Lost 10-0

I am not sure what they feed their players!

They seemed so much bigger and older than out team- I did check their dates of birth and most were born in the first 5 months of the year.

We were always going to struggle as Lothian won all their matches 10-0 (apart IOM 9-1).

Nevertheless everyone played their part and did not capitulate. Arif and Sarah played hard before bowing out to 13 and Gabriel and Arif were ahead and I thought were going to come out as victors before losing a great match to 17.

Northumberland V Borders

5-5 (157-194)

Last contest and probably the best of the day, with our team really buoyed up and determined to do well.

Some really great performances saw Hannah/Anna beat Kiera Waddell and Nichol 22-20 in a thrilling contest as our girls had to dig deep and hold their nerve to get back into the game having been well down early on. Rachel and Sarah lost to an experienced pair. Andrew played superbly having been down 7-11 to Eugene Stokes, he responded to his coach and clawed his way back into the contest. Drawing level Andrew got three points ahead but Stokes came back at 20-17 to make it 20-19. Andrew replied to serve which was returned and Andrew’s smash caught the tape- but the power generated allowed the shuttle to topple over to win match point. Andrew Hogg beat George 21-7 to allow Borders back into the match. This tick-tock match saw Gabriel and Rachel win 21-19 in a fantastic contest. Borders got ahead with Waddell beating Hannah and then Anna popped up to play her best match of the tournament and demonstrated what a determined player she has become winning 21-19. Both teams were becoming vociferous and were loudly supporting each other. Andrew and George were well down against Stokes and Hogg but came back to 15- advantage Borders.

The last game was Gabriel and Arif; both players took control, supported each other and encouraged each other’s effort to conjure a great win 21-12 for the draw.

Many thanks for the Team Managers: - Elizabeth Alam and Chris Howard for their team talks and encouragement during the matches.

Special mention must go to all the parents (10 of you) who supported their children and travelled to Lothian.

A great day out and Northumberland achieved their highest result in the history of this tournament.

Chris

