Largs U12 Anglo/Scottish Tournament 2014

“Tyne Tees” Team: Melvin Cherian, Arif Alam, Andrew Liang, Sarah Bambrick (all Northumberland) and Madeleine Atkinson, Emma Shears, Phoebe Caffrey, Sam Burdis (all Durham)
Manager: Elizabeth Alam

Coach: Rob Wetherell

Taking a very inexperienced team to Largs this year, Rob and I knew it was a weekend when the priority was to create a positive and enjoyable learning experience for the group.  After a baptism of fire with two ten-zero defeats, it was a real pleasure to see their resilience and watch them grow through the weekend, both as individuals and as a team.  Highlights included:-

· An absolutely brilliant fight back from Emma, to win her singles game against Yorkshire, 7-5 in the third set.  Emma – you can hit it hard, and you can hit it well!!

· As soon as you stepped on court, Madeleine, you showed us your athleticism and potential with a very impressive 15-13, 15-12 loss against Clyde – the eventual winners.  You went on to score three good wins.

· Still looking for her first win of the tournament, Phoebe, the youngest in the team and having already suffered a 7-6 loss, had the serve at 6-6 in the deciding set against the 2nd mixed pair from Cumbria.  Great job to hold your nerve, serve well, and eventually win the point!  We loved your endless passion and enthusiasm, and you were always the first to say “well played” to your team-mates.

· Sarah is our mixed doubles star in the making!  You just seemed to have a natural ability for the mixed game, winning or coming super close in every game you played.

· Our boys mastering the art of the sudden death tie-break.  In total, they played 13 (definitely unlucky!) tie-break sets and lost the first 9, three of these 6-7 and one because we couldn’t count (another important learning experience!).  What satisfaction then to take the last four!

· A huge “well done” to Sam and Andrew who were our most successful players, and who grew in maturity on court so much over the two days.  You developed into a very competitive doubles pair, which you may want to build on in future competitions together.

· Melvin putting together everything he had learnt on concentration and teamwork, to show just what he is capable of in a great doubles victory over the Meek twins.

· And so to Arif, who spent 3 hours in A&E on Thursday night when we doubted he would even get to Largs, but played, competed and partnered magnificently no matter what we or the matches threw at him.  You had to wait to taste victory, but your wins were very well deserved! 

We ended the tournament 7th out of eight, but more important was that we left Largs with eight children who were better players than when they arrived.  We hope they will take their experience back to their PCs and clubs, training harder and with more focus and purpose.  We look forward to seeing them all at future tournaments and events.

Back at the drop-off point, no-one seemed to want to get in their cars and actually leave - that would break the magic of the weekend and mark a reluctant transition to a new working & school week.  Everyone had worked hard, but had plenty of fun along the way, too.   The boys in particular will remember to check who is in the room below them in future……but that is a story that we’ll keep to ourselves!
