Durham Under 15 Invitation Team Tournament
Thornaby Pavilion- Stockton on Sunday 12th January 2014.

The Team:- and WINNERS!!!

Sarah Wilson, Lexie Howard, Emily Harrison and Hannah Lee.

Gyan Chadda, Ben Leslie, Matthew Charteries and Alex Jay.

5 teams entered - Yorkshire 1 and 2, Cheshire, Durham and Northumberland.

After an early start we arrived at Stockton for a quick warm-up and play got off to a prompt start at 9:30.

Playing two ends to 21, with the highest total score on points being the winner in the event of the ends being shared.

1st up – an 8-2 victory against Durham
Sarah/ Matty and Hannah/ Alex got us off to a tremendous start winning both their matches. Next Gyan, who probably had the longest match of the tournament against Murray Wright, taking the 1st end to18 but sadly losing the next end and the game. Then Ben had us worrying, narrowly losing the first end but recovering magnificently, taking the game on points won. Losing only one more game we secured a great start to the tournament. Matthew/ Alex and Sarah/ Lexie had games in which they lost one end but battled hard, playing every point to come out victors.

Yorkshire 1 – Won 9-1
Not the strongest Yorkshire side, but nevertheless as a team we played superbly, especially as some of the pairings had never played together before.  Emily and Matty lost their first end to 17 but brilliantly got it together and secured the second 21-19, but lost on a 2 point differential. All the other ties were convincing wins. The players were all very focussed and played excellent badminton - even when under pressure. 

Yorkshire 2 - Won 10-0 (ends 20-0)
Owing to other tournaments, such as the North Midway, the strength and depth of a large county like Yorkshire still enables them to put out a second team, albeit a much weakened side.  But we were very professional and hungry to keep the winning streak going, scoring 420 points against 170, with convincing wins all round. 
Cheshire - Won 6-4
We had a long wait over lunch, waiting to see whether Cheshire would also come through undefeated, which they did.  So it was all on the final match to see which team would be the overall event winner.

The Cheshire team were well warmed up, having just come off court after beating Durham. I thought, wrongly that some of our players had eaten too much - judging by all the empty packaging!
Fittingly, this was the tightest match of the tournament.  Matty and Emily were unfortunate to lose the opening mixed by 2 points overall, giving Cheshire an early lead. Then we clawed back with Hannah/ Alex securing a comfortable win.  Gyan then had a very close 1 point win over James Lin and Ben triumphed again, rather more easily.  Advantage Northumberland, 3-1 up.

Sarah lost her first end against a very experienced opponent: then got back into the match taking the second end 21-17 but losing the game by 1 point.  The boys doubles were split as Lexie produced some great and determined play to win her game and at least secure a draw.

Sarah and Hannah gave us the win with a thoroughly positive display. Finally Lexie and Emily went into the last game and really battled against a very experienced pair, taking the first end but losing on points in the second. We had already won the match and the tournament so the pressure was off.

A team tournament trophy had been won – just for a change!

NOTE:

Hannah Lee and Ben Leslie did not experience losing a game and all of the team won at least 5 of their 8 games.  It had been a very strong performance all round!
Many thanks to all the parents and grandparents (9) who travelled down to support the team. 

Well done on a great win!

Chris Howard

Team Manager
