Northumberland’s round in the Badminton England Under 17 and Under 15 Bronze Circuit tournaments took place recently at The Parks in North Shields and saw a number of good performances from local players.
In the older age group, Northumberland’s Jonathon Gilchrist recovered from losing his first match to come through a very tight group to play Stephen Allan in the knock-out round: a 21-14 win took Gilchrist into a semi final against Lancashire’s Akul Pankhania.  This was a very close match but the Lancastrian took it 21-18 and went on to win the final.  A number of other Northumberland boys also produced very creditable performances.  The boys doubles was even better for Northumberland with the pairing of Jishnu Bhattacharya and Ruiao Hu powering through their group and then winning the final with a 21-14 success over a Cumbrian pair.
The girls Under 17 singles had a small entry and produced a local final between Durham’s Shannon Maughan and Northumberland’s Hannah Charlton.  This was a very close affair with the advantage swaying either way but eventually the victory went to Maughan by 21-19.  She also took the doubles with her partner from Oxfordshire and then completed a clean sweep, winning the mixed with Pankhania, although being pushed very close by the Northumberland pair of Charlton and Garrylee McMullen.
The under 15 boys had a good entry but could not produce a Northumberland group winner, although several of the boys produced good wins in their early matches.  Stephen Allan got closest but was most unfortunate to lose out by one point in a three-way tie for the group win.  The gold medal for the singles was eventually taken by Yorkshire’s Dominic Gorsden.  However, the boys doubles produced a real treat for Northumberland with two pairs coming through their groups undefeated to play off in the final.  This was taken 21-15 by Allan and Arohan Subramonia over Adam Day and Lee Anderson.
In the girls singles, Northumberland’s Alisha Israni won her group but then lost her semi to the very promising Helen Kelly of Yorkshire.  The other semi final was an all-Cumbrian match won by Natalie Gorst but Kelly proved far too strong in the final cruising to a 21-10 victory.  Israni partnered young Sarah Wilson in the doubles and managed to turn the tables on Kelly: the Northumberland pair came through undefeated to take the gold medals.  Wilson and Allan featured in the medal matches again in the mixed doubles, having won their group: but it was only the bronze colour this time, as they went down narrowly in the semi final to a Lincolnshire pair by 21-19.  The final went to the Yorkshire duo of Kelly and Elliott Robertson.
Played at the same time as the older Bronze events, the Northumberland Under 11 tournament had a small entry but produced some good play.  Unfortunately, there was only one local player, Northumberland’s Asmita Chaudhari, still a year young at this age group.  She scored two good wins from her five singles matches but it was her partner, Nottinghamshire’s Isabelle Thorpe, who was undefeated to take the gold medal.  The Notts/Northumbrian pairing then took the girls doubles.
