Anglo Scottish Badminton

Largs

Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th May 2013

Northumberland and Durham sent a combined team of 4 players from each county. Representing Durham were Zoe Beamson, Beth Haley, Hannah Lee and Martin Diamond, with Sarah Beamson as  manager. The Northumberland contingent included Andrew Howard, George Moran, Anna Railton and Gabriel Rodda, with Chris Howard as manager. Rob Wetherell was team coach assisted by  Roger Cook on the Saturday.

Travelling to Largs on Saturday was an event in itself as the weather was not on our side - if you remember the rain and floods that we encountered and many thanks for all those parents and coaches who travelled independently to support the team. Apologies to Beth and Paul for the mix up at Westerhope!

With the weather improving as we travelled north we arrived at Largs in good time!   Rooms were allocated and we settled down to a great feast - (lunch) in the restaurant. 

Four matches were to be played on the Saturday, with one of them being after tea in the evening. 

Our first match was against West of Scotland, considering our long journey and lack of practice and warm up, we were very unfortunate to lose this encounter 4-6, with Gabriel and Beth, George and Martin, taking their matches  to tie breaks which we lost. Hannah narrowly missing out 13-15 in both ends.  

2nd match of the day was against Clyde who had a couple of very talented boys, with the lads losing all of their encounters. We lost 3-7, but notably Anna won all of her games, with Hannah losing only one on the dreaded tie break. Again Gabriel and Beth took their match to a tie break and on this occasion secured the victory.

3rd encounter was against Lothian! They hammered us at Ashington and again at Largs.  In spite of their strength as a team of 11 players  and with us losing 0-10, we put up some tremendous matches - Andrew played superbly securing the only game that went to a tie break, winning the first 15-11 but losing 2-7 in the end against the Captain and Number 1. Martin recovered well and showed great determination in his second match narrowly losing 14-15. Hannah again played some fantastic badminton losing 14 and 11.

Tea - we needed the break and nourishment - I mean the Coaches and Managers!

4th and last game of the day was against Yorkshire - losing to them at Ashington we were seeking a victory and Rob rallied the players and we entered this game with a little more enthusiasm, considering the three previous losses.

Andrew fired us off with an emotional and gutsy performance, despite the raucous support, taking the tie break 7-6. Anna and Gabriel lost their tie break 3-7 and we found ourselves down 1-3. Hannah and Zoe got us back on terms with great singles wins, with the next game of George and Martin losing their well fought match in a tie break. We found ourselves down 3-5 prior to the girls’ doubles but fortunately the girls did their job brilliantly winning both games to draw the match 5-5.

On points we won the contest 266 to 232.

Bed and a well-earned rest.

Sunday morning, refreshed and breakfasted we had Aberdeenshire - whom we beat at Ashington , Cumbria and Borders to play.

Aberdeenshire was a really tough encounter, Martin secured a good win in his singles and with Andrew took their doubles as a new pairing to a tie break losing 4-7. Gabriel was moving around the court like a ‘whippet’ winning both of his games. Zoe was unfortunate to lose her singles 14,15 and then 6 in the tie break, but secured a good tie break win partnering Hannah. With the final game approaching we were 4-5 down. Beth and Anna showed a lot of determination losing 14 and 12. We lost the match 4-6.
The penultimate match was against Cumbria which we won 8-2. Martin won his singles tie break, Beth and Anna won their tie break and George and Gabriel narrowly lost the tie break 5-7. This win set us up for the final match against Borders.

Borders had a squad of 10 players and probably the game of the tournament was Andrew Howard v Andrew Hogg - not my comments but those of the borders coach! This was end to end stuff with Howard winning the first 15-14, then losing 11-15 taking it to a tie break which he lost 4-7.  We found ourselves 5-3 up prior to the final two matches which we narrowly lost.  So the match was drawn at 5-5 and even though we won most ends we lost the contest by just three points, 275-278!
It was a fantastic end to the tournament and if anyone has the opportunity to go to this venue – then take it!

For a scratch team we did really well and at the end of the first day were in 5th position, in-spite of our win on the second day we ended up 7th from 8.

Have a look at the score sheets (available from Chris) and you will see how close the results were - the odd point here and there could have pushed us much higher but well done to all who worked hard and played hard

Special mention must go to Hannah Lee who quite deservedly won the trophy (Quaich) for best and most sporting performer. 

Chris Howard

