Northumberland Badminton Association

The 2008 North East Challenger Tournament

Report on the North East Challenger  played at the Benfield Centre on Saturday and Sunday 19th & 20th January 2008.

Sarah Retains Title

A strong entry for the annual Northumberland Championships, part of the Badminton England Challenger Circuit, produced much fine play with some notable efforts from local players. Sarah Renton did especially well in retaining her ladies singles title without the loss of a set and there were other semi-finalists in her county colleagues Andrew McGill and Kristian Stuart and Katherine Gray and Katie Wright and Durham’s Andy Pollard.

Andy and Kristian did very well to defeat the fourth seeds and previous winners Alex Marritt and James Allinson from Yorkshire in their quarter final 21-15,22-20 before losing to the eventual winners from Leicestershire, Tom Armstrong and Carl Jennings. Andy Pollard’s efforts were also notable as he played no fewer than 18 sets in all three events on Saturday. His best return came in the singles, not his favourite game where a narrow three set win against last year’s beaten finalist Chris Dakin from Warwickshire was followed by three more sets to overcome Peter Wiley from Essex but only two to overcome third seed Richard Wrigley from Worcestershire 21-19, 21-18 in the quarter final. His reward was a semi-final on Sunday morning against top seed Alex Marritt but after a decent start understandable fatigue set in and he went down in straight sets.

The finals featured some excellent play with Sarah Renton, having beaten top seed Helen Ward from Yorkshire in the semi-final, being made to work hard early in both sets to keep ahead of Kelly Mead from Worcestershire. She duly did so with her excellent court coverage and deceptive overheads proving too much for her opponent as she ran out the winner 21-15, 21-12. Meanwhile the mens singles was proving to be an excellent contest between top seed Alex Marritt and Calum Menzies, a Scottish international junior who had been out of the game for some eighteen months and thus was not seeded. He had beaten fourth seed Tim Cope and second seed James Allinson, ranked 9 in England, comfortably in getting to the final. Strong overhead with a heavy smash he looked to be doing the same in the final forging 17-10 ahead in the first set before some excellent rallies from Marritt with cross-court dropshots to the forehand evident, pulled him back level and he finally took the opening set 26-24. In the second set, Menzies again forged ahead and this time he held on to square the match at one set all. Menzies led early in the third 7-3 but was overhauled at 11-9 at the turn. Back he came to elad 18-16 before Marritt regained the ascendancy to take it 21-18.

It was the mens doubles that provided the most excitement however featuring Scottish Under-19 internationals Peter Hockey and Duncan Leith against the top seeds, Leicestershire’s Carl Jennings and Tom Armstrong. Both pairs strived hard to gain the attack with Armstrong’s especially powerful smashing from the back of the court contrasting with Peter Hockey using all his six feet seven inches to bring the shuttle down steeply. With Jennings and Leith both quick onto the net a classic game of punch and counter punch ensued with the top seeds just edging the first set 28-26. The second set provided more of the same with neither pair able to establish the ascendancy and this time the Scots held on to take it 25-23. The third was again pretty level throughout but, having led 11-9 at the change of ends, a crucial run of points from 12-10 to 15-10 for the English gave them a lead they were not to relinquish as they took the set 21-15.

The other finals saw Northumberland ex-pat Caroline Smith triumph with her present county partner Liz Brett of Leicestershire as they took their third challenger title of the three played so far this season in straight sets and Liz then went on to take the mixed with Carl Jennings for them both to be double champions on the day.

Semi-Final & Final Results:-

Men’s Singles: 

Alex Marritt (Yorks) beat Andy Pollard (Durham) 21-15,21-7;

Calum Menzies (Scotland) beat James Allinson (Yorks) 21-9,21-12;

Final: Marritt beat Menzies 26-24,12-21,21-18.

Ladies Singles:

Kelly Mead (Worcs) beat Lauren Smith (Cumbria) 21-19,21-18;

Sarah Renton (Northumberland) beat Helen Ward (Yorks) 21-13,23-21;

Renton beat Mead 21-15,21-12.

Men’s Doubles:

Peter Hockey & Duncan Leith (Lothian) beat Chris Dakin & Lewis Halsey (Warks) 21-18,22-20;

Carl Jennings & Tom Armstrong (Leics) beat Andy McGill & Kristian Stuart (Northumberland) 21-19,21-13;

Final: Jennings & Armstrong beat Hockey & Leith 28-26,23-25,21-15.

Ladies Doubles:

Caroline Smith & Liz Brett (Leics) beat Katherine Gray & Katie Wright (Northumberland) 21-14,21-6;

Tracey Baker & Elena Johnson (Worcs) beat Hayley Rogers (Cheshire) & Lauren Smith (Cumbria) 23-21,21-17;

Final: Smith & Brett beat Baker & Johnson 21-12,21-19.

Mixed Doubles:

Alan Clarkson (Lancashire) & Gill Dabek (Cheshire) beat Tom Armstrong (Leics) & Katherine Grant (Warks) 21-19,21-19;

Carl Jennings & Liz Brett (Leics) beat Ian Mercer & Lauren Allinson (Yorks) 21-14,21-9;

Final: Jennings & Brett beat Clarkson & Dabek 21-15,21-14.

