NORTHUMBERLAND BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

INTER COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH REPORT

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship(ICC) Match between Northumberland 3 and Lincolnshire 2 played at the Benfield Centre on Sunday 4th November 2007.

LINCS BROKEN AT THE LAST

North thirds were looking to avenge their 10-5 defeat on the opening day of the season when playing host to Lincolnshire seconds on Sunday last and they duly did so but not without some alarums at the last. With Dave Jenkins out injured, North were pleased to be able to call upon Darren Baldwin and Jenny Livingstone for the first time this season and also to give a debut to Newcastle University student Maddie Harrison.

Despite the efforts of North’s youngsters, both men’s singles were lost but not before an excellent effort from Sam Mellish saw him defeated only narrowly in the third set. Gemma Hall was meanwhile struggling to overcome the diminutive Sam Beal but prevailed in the end, also in three sets and Liz Williams brought North level with another 3-set win.

The first round of level doubles were all relatively close but, again despite a three-set effort, Darren Baldwin and Steve Gibbons were unable to clinch their opener and it was left to the girls to once again keep North level. The reverse doubles seemed to be following a similar pattern with wins for both Gemma and Jenny and Maddie and Liz but this time Matt Garfitt and Alex O’Neil gained control early against the visitors’ second string and North were ahead 7-5 going into the mixed doubles with only one of three needed for victory. 

The mixed had proved to be Lincs’ strong suit in the away fixture when they took all three and they were confident they could repeat the performance. They started strongly winning the opening set in all three and it looked as if a cruel 8-7 defeat would befall North. The visitors’ duly clinched the second sets at both top and third string so it was left to Alex and Maddie to try and save the day.

They surged ahead at the start of their second set to lead 10-3 and were never in danger of being caught taking the set 21-14 to level at one set all. The third set was tighter and although they led at the change of ends 11-9 they never really got away. Some excellent play from Maddie, quick onto the net and covering off it well when necessary, was keeping North well in it and this, combined with Alex covering all the court and smashing to good effect saw North edge away to gain match point at 20-18. 

That point escaped them, as did the next and the score were level at 20-all. An error from the visitors and then Maddie again got the lift and Alex smashed the winning point down the line to take it 22-20! The final result 8-7 to North, an excellent team performance. They will hope to maintain their level this coming Sunday when they face Durham thirds at Belmont Comp. School with a 1.00 p.m. start. North’s seconds are also in action at home to Lancashire 4 at Benfield, also with a 1.00 p.m. start.

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Steve Gibbons lost to Tom Gill 10-21,18-21;Sam Mellish lost to Leo Medley 21-18,17-21,18-21;Gemma Hall beat Sam Beal 18-21,21-19,21-17; Liz Williams beat Maria Hart 13-21,21-16,21-14;

Garfitt & Alex O’Neil lost to Nigel Heather & Gill 18-21,17-21;beat Andy Horsfall & Medley 21-14,21-12;Darren Baldwin & Steve Gibbons lost to Horsfall & Medley 21-14,19-21,15-21; lost to Heather & Gill 9-21,20-22;

Gemma Hall & Jenny Livingstone beat Cherry Dowson & Sam Beal 21-15,11-21,21-18;beat  Maria Hart & Sharon Lewick 21-16,21-18; Maddie Harrison & Liz Williams beat Hart & Lewick 21-12,23-21;beat Dowson & Sam Beal 21-14,21-15;

Baldwin & Livingstone lost to Gill & Lewick 9-21,8-21; O’Neil & Harrison beat Heather & Dowson 14-21,21-14,22-20; Mellish & Hall lost to Horsfall & Beal 10-21,12-21.

