Northumberland Badminton Association

Inter County Championship Match Report

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship (ICC) Division 4A Match between Northumberland 2 and Glasgow & North Strathclyde 2 played at the Cockburn Centre on Sunday 27th January 2008.

Double Scots Too Strong

North seconds suffered an 11-4 defeat away to Glasgow and North Strathclyde 2, a trifle disappointing after a sterling effort in the singles. With Andy Tham unavailable through work North gave a second team debut to Newcastle Medicals’ Matt Garfitt.

The men got North off to a good start with Rahul Rampersad proudly defending his unbeaten county singles record this season with a straight sets win at first string. Dave Shariff also played with some commitment when, having lost his second set, he set off determined to get a lead no matter what in the decider. One run of points saw him 7-2 ahead and when he looked likely to be caught, a further run established a winning lead at 14-7 which rapidly became 21-8.

Meanwhile the lack of recognised singles players meant both Debbie Porter and Liz Sconce were pressed into service. They both responded cheerfully to the challenge, Liz so well that she recovered from a set down to take the remaining two sets by the same score 21-19. 

Unfortunately, North’s lead of 3-1 was short lived with all the opening level doubles being lost, the hosts possessing the best quality player on show in Victoria Wan. The reverse men’s doubles followed a similar pattern with many good rallies and North always looked to be “in it” without gaining tangible reward. Debbie and Liz were meanwhile embroiled in the closest game of the day, losing their opening set 24-22 before saving two match points to take the second set by the same score. In the third, they played with greater length and consistency to keep a lead throughout and run out winners 21-14.

That was to be North’s final reward despite a 3-set effort from Dave and Debbie against the experienced Fraser McCullough, supported by some canny net play from Emma Walker and Rahul and Liz also went down in two tight sets. The final score 11-4 to the Scots.

The result, combined with a resounding 14-1 defeat of Cumbria 2 by Yorkshire 5 leaves them strongly placed for promotion as they have already beaten Glasgow, who have a game in hand but trail by 5 points. The division 4A table now looks:-

P
W
L
F
A
Pts.

Yorkshire 5

5
5
0
61
14
14

Glasgow & NS 2
4
3
1
39
21
  9

Northumberland 2
4
2
2
30
30
  6

Lancs 4


5
1
4
24
51
  4

Cumbria 2

4
0
4
11
49
  0

The annual “Uppers” Tournament takes place this coming weekend at the Benfield Centre with the entry for the men’s singles looking particularly strong. Singles play gets underway at 6.00 p.m. on Friday with the doubles all day Sunday from 10.00 a.m.

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Rahul Rampsersad beat Euan Campbell 21-19,21-14;Dave Shariff beat Chris Foley 21-14,15-21,21-8;Debbie Porter lost to Gail Busby 9-21,13-21; Liz Sconce beat Laura Gove 11-21,21-19,21-19; 

Rampersad & Tom Huggon lost to Fraser McCullough & Robert Telford 11-21,16-21; lost to Campbell & Foley 20-22,14-21;Shariff & Matt Garfitt lost to Campbell & Foley 16-21,9-21;lost to McCullough & Telford 16-21,19-21; 

Debbie Porter & Liz Sconce lost to Victoria Wan & Emma Walker 13-21,19-21;beat Gail Busby & Laura Gove 22-24,24-22,21-14;Shariff & Porter lost to McCullough & Walker 16-21,21-11,14-21;Rampersad & Sconce lost to Telford & Wan 18-21,17-21.

