Northumberland Badminton Association

Inter County Championship Match Report

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship (ICC) Division 4A Match between Northumberland 2 and Cumbria 2 played at the Appleby Sports Centre on Sunday 28th October 2007.

North Seconds Start Well

North seconds made the short trip to Appleby for their first game of the season not knowing what to expect from hosts Cumbria 2nds who had been relegated from division 3 last season. In the end, they were to comfortably defeat a team featuring four veterans although North had their own veteran presence in Roz Clark and Dave Shariff and Newcastle University’s Tom Huggon also made their debuts.

North started well, Richard Eaton continuing his recent good form and North’s “foreign” students, Rahul Rampersad from Trinidad and Helle Winding-Lauritzen from Denmark also won in straight sets.

The opening round of level doubles featured three of the closest games of the afternoon with everyone struggling to put the rather slow shuttles away. Helle and Roz recovered well to take their doubles 21-16 in the third but Debbie Porter and Liz Sconce just lost out 21-19 in their decider. Richie Eaton and Dave Shariff were meanwhile making a meal of their opener but got over the line 21-18 in the third.

6-2 to North going into the reverse doubles, North clinched the match with relative ease, both men’s pairs winning in two sets, Rahul and Tom Huggon combining well to maintain the attack against the hosts solid defence. Despite another three set effort from Helle and Roz, the score remained at 8 for North so two of the three mixed were required to secure a 3-0 points win.

Rahul and Roz were first over the line, Roz’s quickness onto the net combining well with Rahul’s steep smashing. Tom Huggon and Liz Sconce had the hardest task of the three against veterans Janette McWhirter and Malcolm Grayson, who seems to have lost none of his speed around the court. Despite some excellent shot making from Tom and hard hitting from Liz they couldn’t quite get ahead going down 21-16, 21-19.

Thus the top string would have to do the job but Dave Shariff and Debbie Porter were having an almighty struggle to clinch their opening set although they finally did 26-24. The second set was similarly close and, although they had match points at 20-19 and 22-21 they went down 24-22. Surely they wouldn’t fall at the last? They didn’t, playing more consistently in the third set and taking it to 12. 

The final score 10-5 to North and an excellent team effort, special mention going to Rahul for not dropping a set in winning eight out of eight. Division 4A is a strong division this year, the other opposition being Glasgow 2nds, Yorkshire 5ths and Lancashire 4ths, the latter being the seconds next opponents at home on November 11th. Before then, the 3rds are in action this Sunday at Benfield with a 12 noon start, playing the return fixture with Lincs 2nds having lost away 10-5 on the opening day of the season. 

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Richard Eaton beat Mike Sedgewick 21-7,21-11; Rahul Rampersad beat Mike Grantham 21-9;21-13;Helle Winding-Lauritzen beat Emma Gillespie 21-16,21-15;Roz Clark lost to Rhonwen Bryce 14-21,12-21;

Eaton & Dave Shariff beat Sedgewick & Malcolm Grayson 21-12,19-21,21-18;beat Grantham & Lionel Dobson 21-6,21-15;Rampersad & Tom Huggon beat Grantham & Dobson 21-10,21-11;beat Sedgewick & Grayson 21-16,21-12;

Debbie Porter & Liz Sconce lost to Emma Gillespie & Rhonwen Bryce 18-21,21-18,19-21;lost to Kay Armer & Janette McWhirter 18-21,8-21; Helle Winding-Lauritzen beat Armer & McWhirter 13-21,21-17,21-16;lost to Gillespie & Bryce 10-21,21-12,17-21;

Shariff & Porter beat Sedgewick & Gillespie 26-24,22-24,21-12;Huggon & Sconce lost to Grayson & McWhirter 16-21,19-21; Rampersad & Clark beat Dobson & Armer 21-13,21-17.

