NORTHUMBERLAND BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

INTER COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH REPORT

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship (ICC) Division 4A Match between Northumberland 2 and Lancashire 4 played at the Benfield Centre on Sunday 11th November 2007.

RAMPANT NORTH NEAR WHITEWASH

North’s seconds entertained Lancashire 4 at Benfield on Sunday last and broke with tradition. Normally these two sides have a close encounter but on this occasion North were to prove far too strong with only the loss of one mixed preventing a 15-0 whitewash. The team had a cosmopolitan look about it with 4 Newcastle University students from as far afield as Trinidad and Tobago and Denmark, not to mention Lancashire! 

Richard Eaton and Adam Tingle started well winning in straight sets, as did Helle Winding-Lauritzen who was near flawless in her second set. Lauren Young was meanwhile putting in a typically spirited performance and deserved her reward of victory 21-16 in the third set.

4-0 to North going into the doubles and, despite taking what is becoming their customary three sets, Richie and Dave Shariff added to that defeating the visitors top string from a set down. A tight first game for Helle and Maddie Harrison saw them edge home in three and Newcastle University students Rahul Rampersad and Tom Huggon took their opener comfortably to leave North poised for victory at 7-0. An easy two set win for Liz Sconce and Loz Young clinched the match with the minimum of fuss and North set their sights on 10 rubbers for a 3-0 points win.

No sooner said than done, two more controlled sets from Rahul and Tom and another 3 sets for Richie and Dave, although the last was to 6, gained that third point before two easy straight set wins in the ladies saw North to 12-0 and eyes now on a 15-0 whitewash.

To their credit, Lancashire put up spirited resistance in the mixed, Rahul and Loz only taking their second set 22-20 and Dave and Liz taking three sets before holding their nerve to win 21-18 in the third. Tom and Maddie had meanwhile started slowly before taking their second set with some comfort. The decider was always close however and the visitors hung on to at least get some reward. 14-1 the final score to North, a cracking team effort.

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Richard Eaton beat Paul McGuire 21-16,21-19; Adam Tingle beat Kristian Byrne 21-19;21-11;Helle Winding-Lauritzen beat Rachel Dawes 21-9,21-1; Lauren Young beat Kirstin Miller 21-6,18-21,21-16;

Eaton & Dave Shariff beat Michael Olstowski & Richard Wallbank 17-21,21-13,21-10;beat McGuire & Byrne 18-21,21-15,21-6; Rahul Rampersad & Tom Huggon beat McGuire & Byrne 21-14,21-15;beat Olstowski & Richard Wallbank 21-19,21-16;

Helle Winding-Lauritzen & Maddie Harrison beat Kirstin Miller & Rachel Dawes 21-7,21-9; beat  Emily Miller & Charlotte Hall 22-24,21-16,21-16; Liz Sconce & Lauren Young beat Emily Miller & Hall 21-15,21-13;beat Kirstin Miller & Dawes 21-14,21-5;

Shariff & Sconce beat Olstowski & Kirsten Miller 22-20,19-21,21-18;Huggon & Harrison lost to McGuire & Emily Miller 17-21,21-12,18-21; Rampersad & Young beat Wallbank & Hall 21-11,22-20.

