NORTHUMBERLAND BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

INTER COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH REPORT

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship (ICC) match between Northumberland and Lanarkshire in Division 1A played at the Benfield Centre on Sunday 2nd December 2007.

North Failed To  Repel Celtic Invasion - League Leaders Prove Too Strong 

North’s ladies took their good form from the narrow defeat to Lancashire the previous Sunday into the home tie with league leaders Lanarkshire and were again primarily responsible for gaining a point in a 9-6 loss. North were pleased to be able to call upon Andrew Hogg for the first time this season and Denmark student Helle Winding-Lauritzen.

Finding the men too strong in the singles North were thankful for Sarah Renton’s continued good form and an excellent effort from Helle who recovered from 20-16 down in her opening set to take it 22-20 before leading throughout the second set and holding her nerve at the end winning 21-18.

The score 2-all going into the level doubles, the story was similar to that against Lancashire with both ladies pairs winning in two sets and both men’s pairs losing in two although Malcolm Lightbown and Andrew Hogg came very close losing only 22-20, 21-19 to Scottish international David Gilmour and Kenny Young. The reverse doubles saw another straight sets win for Sarah Renton and Katherine Gray but the men could not register a victory, despite both pairs losing sets 23-25. How they came so close in virtually every set without clinching any was a mystery.

With the score now 7-5 to the visitors, North were on the back foot going into the mixed needing all three for victory or one for a precious point. David Gilmour soon put thoughts of victory to bed and despite a three set effort from Kristian Stuart and Katherine Gray the point hinged on top string Malcolm Lightbown and Sarah Renton. 

This would be no mean feat against the six foot seven Keith Turnbull, the second full Scottish international on display who used this height to good effect in forging an early 13-7 lead. This was clawed back gradually until a fine run of serving from Sarah at 12-15 down saw them take the lead at 17-15 and hold on to take the set 21-17. The second set was even throughout but this time the cool serving under pressure came from Mal as they got to match point from 17-18 down. Some excellent retrieving kept them in the rally until the final smash went wide and the point was gained.

Despite the 9-6 loss, a good result for North, they now have 4 points from their opening three matches.

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Richard Eaton lost to Kenny Young 9-21,7-21;Adam Tingle lost to David Gilmour 11-21,13-21;Sarah Renton beat Julie Boyd 21-12,21-8;Helle Winding-Lauritzen beat Catriona Lawler 22-20,21-18;

Malcolm Lightbown & Andrew Hogg lost to Gilmour & Young 20-22,19-21;lost to Keith Turnbull & Fraser McKie 23-25,17-21;Kristian Stuart & Andrew McGill lost to Turnbull &  McKie 12-21,17-21; lost to Gilmour & Young 19-21,23-25;

Sarah Renton & Katherine Gray beat Dawn Anderson & Julie Boyd 21-17,21-15;beat Jill Smith & Catriona Lawler 21-13,21-16; Alison Thompson & Helle Winding-Lauritzen beat Smith & Lawler 21-13,22-20; lost to Anderson & Boyd 11-21,19-21;

Lightbown & Renton beat Turnbull & Anderson 21-17,21-19; Stuart & Gray lost to Young & Boyd 21-17,11-21,15-21; McGill & Thompson lost to Gilmour & Smith 16-21,11-21.

