Northumberland Badminton Association

Inter County Championship Match Report

Report on the Victor-Sports Inter County Championship (ICC) Division 1A Match between Northumberland and Staffordshire played at the Rugeley Leisure Centre on Sunday 21st October 2007.

North Win Cracker!

North opened their season with an excellent 8-7 win away to Staffordshire on Sunday, despite Andrew Hogg being unavailable and missing Kristian Stuart with food poisoning. North were pleased to be able to call upon recently crowned county champion Richard Eaton for his Northumberland debut.

This match has always been close over recent years and this one was to be no exception, with Staffordshire’s best lady Linzi Kernick missing to offset North’s absentees. North got on the scoreboard first with what is now a regulation two set victory for Sarah Renton and Katie Wright, despite struggling for accuracy in the opening two sets, hung on well for a three set victory. Meanwhile, Richard was making his mark with an excellent victory at top string, out-rallying Rob Bamford, himself renowned for his ability to rally! 3-1 to North and a lead that was to prove crucial. 

Both opening men’s doubles were lost but both ladies were won, Alison Thompson and Katie Wright recovering well from a set down. 5-3 then to North but the tables were turned by the hosts in the reverse doubles with both ladies losing tight three setters. Andy McGill and Martin Fagan were putting up a spirited fight against Staffs top pair but were just closed out to 18 and 19. Meanwhile, the scratch pairing of Malcolm Lightbown and Richie Eaton won their opening set before losing a tight second 21-19. It was nip and tuck all through the decider with Mal and Richie having their first match point at 20-19. They maintained their slender advantage without finding the killer blow until a serve into the net gave the hosts match point at 24-23. Amid much tension they got back on the attack and ran out winners 26-24. 6-all with the three mixed to go!

A loss at top string was offset by the “old firm” of Martin Fagan and Alison Thompson producing yet another example of their own unique style of mixed and the scene was set for the deciding game. Andy McGill and Kate Gray started a little nervously, who wouldn’t, but were soon into their stride against a quality net player in Amanda Davis and the quick and reliable Trevor Kernick. It could not get any closer with the serve alternating regularly before Andy and Kate just edged the opening set 24-22.

The visiting support, all but outnumbering the hosts, was getting more vociferous by the point as the second set followed a similar pattern but, with Kate displaying some excellent net play and attacking well when forced off the net and Andy getting round his backhand to cross-court smash at the lady more and more as the set progressed they kept their noses in front to lead 19-16 and then reach match point at 20-19. That one was to slip by but they were not to be denied and they clinched it 22-20.

A cracking effort after a four hour travel and a result that may prove crucial in what is a very competitive division this year, their other opponents being Lanarkshire, Lothian and Lancashire seconds. The first team’s next game is not until late November but North’s seconds are in action this Sunday away to Cumbria seconds, and Alison and Martin will be in action this coming Friday afternoon (2.00 p.m. start) when they make their debut for England Veterans against Ireland at the Louisa Centre Stanley.

Full Result (Northumberland players first):-

Richard Eaton beat Rob Bamford 21-19,21-17;Adam Tingle lost to Trevor Kernick 9-21,12-21;Sarah Renton beat Erika Whittingham 21-12,21-14;Katie Wright beat Helen Fisher 12-21,22-20,21-14;

Malcolm Lightbown & Eaton lost to Bamford & Tom Whitehouse 21-17,14-21,6-21;beat Kernick & Darren Chesworth 21-14,19-21,26-24;Andrew McGill & Martin Fagan lost to Kernick & Chesworth 10-21,17-21; lost to Bamford & Tom Whitehouse 19-21,18-21;

Sarah Renton & Katherine Gray beat Amanda Davis & Helen Fisher 21-14,21-15;lost to Erika Whittingham & Emma Harrison 21-8,18-21,18-21; Alison Thompson & Katie Wright beat Whittingham & Harrison 12-21,21-16,21-16;lost to Davis & Fisher 15-21,21-15,14-21;

Lightbown & Renton lost to Whitehouse & Harrison 18-21,13-21;McGill & Gray beat Kernick & Davis 24-22,22-20; Fagan & Thompson beat Chesworth & Fisher 21-15,21-15.

