Launch of new North East Sports Academy

Tyne Metropolitan College, in Wallsend, Newcastle Upon Tyne is, in September 2008, launching its exciting new North East Sports Academy (NESA), which is designed to offer students the perfect environment in which to reach their sporting and academic potential.

Students aged 16-19 can study any of Tyne Metropolitan College’s courses (A-levels, vocational programmes or foundation degrees), and receive up to 10 hours of top quality coaching in one of 6 sports, including Badminton, all within their college timetable. This offers a fantastic opportunity for committed young athletes to improve their academic and sporting skills.

The NESA Programme was launched on Thursday 28th February at the college, with Badminton players Sarah Renton and Sally Spendiff, as well as other local sports stars including Mathew Tait, Micky Ward, Peter Beardsley, Peter Ramage and Carly Telford. All of the sports stars spoke of the need to obtain skills and qualifications alongside high level sporting achievement. They were all highly enthusiastic about what NESA could do for sport in North East, and hoped that as many young people as possible would take up the opportunity on offer.

The North East Sports Academy has partnerships with the Northumberland Badminton Association, BADMINTON England, and Team Northumbria as well as The Newcastle Falcons Community Foundation, The Newcastle Eagles and Newcastle United Women’s F.C. These partnerships offer talented athletes a real opportunity for progression both in their academic studies and in their sport.

As part of the NESA programme, all students will receive a sport-specific strength, fitness and conditioning programme from a specially appointed strength and conditioning coach, as well as free treatment and rehabilitation for sports injuries.
Phil Green, Principal of Tyne Metropolitan College, said: “Combining good qualifications and a high standard of performance in sport is an excellent basis for a good quality of life, and we want to encourage young people who are good at sport to enhance both their sporting skills and educational credentials at the same time.

“Playing at the highest level possible is the dream of many young and highly talented sportsmen and women, and we hope some of our Academy students will get this chance - the North East Sports Academy will also help to develop the “grass roots” of each sport.

“There has recently also been an increasing emphasis within high-levell sport on ensuring that potential future stars also get a strong formal education, which will provide them with qualifications and skills that they can use alongside their career, after their career is over, or if they don’t end up making the grade.

“The set-up of the Sports Academy addresses these requirements, and we are confident that it will also encourage a significant number of young people who might not have planned to carry on in education to decide to do so.”

More information about NESA and Tyne Metropolitan College can be found at http//www.northeastsportsacademy.co.uk

