Under 12 Anglo Scottish League Event – 2-3rd Feb’ 2008

Anglo-Scottish under 12 team event was held at Ashington on 2-3rd February 2008. Northumberland team comprised of 7 girls and 6 boys. 

Polly Jeffrey



Philip Pahatouridis (9 years)

Ira Banerjee
(10 years)

Oscar Maung Haley


Alisha Israni
(10 years)

Harvey Dalton

Anjana Ray-Chaudhuri

Jules Brom

Saranya Menon


Syed Zahid Rizvi

Naomi Chidambaram(9 years)
Jacob Docx

Ellie Roberts (8 years)

All players except for Ira and Oscar were representing their county for the first time. Ours is a very young team that has just come together a few weeks ago. However, it deserves full credit for working extremely hard in situations that could be very overwhelming for young kids.  Except for Lanarkshire who were our first opponent, our team secured wins against all teams.  

After Lanarkshire, we played Yorkshire and Anjana secured us our first win, beating their 3rd Girls seed in Singles. Ellie and Polly’s combination as our 3rd Girls doubles pair beat the Yorkshire pair to make the final score 13-2 in Yorkshire’s favour. These were our first 2 wins by players who had never played in any inter county matches before. Well done!!

We then moved on to play Cumbria wherein we fought hard. Our number 2 and 3 Girls seeds – Alisha and Anjana lost their matches in very close tie-breaks. Mixed pair of Saranya and Jacob also had to face disappointment in a very close tie-break. However, it was now the boys’ turn to win matches. Harvey beat their number 3 seed very convincingly which was followed by our number 3 boys doubles pair of Syed and Jules. The final score was 13-2 in Cumbria’s favour. The score could have been more evenly matched if we could have turned those close tie-breaks into victories. Better luck next time!  

Our last opponent for the day was Borders against whom we scored our maximum wins. Jacob & Saranya won their mixed dbls match. Ira soon followed suit, beating their number 1 girls’ seed. Unfortunately, our number 2 girls’ seed i.e. Alisha lost in a very close tie-break which was compensated by Philip winning in another close tie-break. Ira and Ellie’s pair also lost in another close tie break before our number 3 boys doubles pair won their last match, making the final score 4-11 in Borders favour. 

Our team’s rivalry moved much closer to home when we played County Durham. Jacob and Saranya’s pair again secured our first win in their doubles match against Durham’s number 3 pair. Ira won her singles quite comfortably beating their number 1 girls’ seed. Anjana was unlucky losing yet again, in another close tie-break. Philip, girls doubles pair of Ira and Alisha and boys doubles pair of Syed and Jules were also unlucky, losing their matches in close tie-breaks. The final score was 2-13 in Durham’s favour which could have been different again if we had converted all those tie-breaks into victories. 

Our tie against Lothian (Winners of the event) was a tough one. We managed to secure only 1 win with Ira winning her Singles match against their number 1 seed. Her partnership with Alisha was again unlucky, losing their match in yet another tie-break. 

Our final tie against Ayrshire secured another 2 wins for us. Ira won her singles match against their number 1 seed and then, went on to win her doubles with Ellie in another successful partnership. 

To sum it all up, it was a very valiant effort from a very young and inexperienced team who made their debut into the competitive world of Badminton. All players tried their best to win all their matches and had they had more match experience, the final scores would have been much better. Thanks to all parents who rallied behind all kids (not just their own!) and stayed put at Ashington Leisure Centre for the whole weekend. Jim (Oscar’s dad) did a terrific job keeping all score-sheets as well as managing the team. He was greatly supported by other parents too.  

The team has resolved to work harder for their forthcoming events in future. We, as a team, are determined to perform better so watch this space for more ….

